FOREWORD
in vain. " Nobody can hold that lives lost in fighting
Nature's greatest obstacles in the name of adventure and
exploration are thrown away/' he says. " The loss of
those splendid men is part of the price that has been paid
to keep alive that spirit of adventure without which life
would be a poor thing and progress impossible."
And the true English spirit he puts into his work in
the mission-field. " It is no part of our work as Christians
to destroy Hinduism/' he says, " nor to go out to India
with any feeling of racial or religious superiority, but to
serve India in the spirit of Christ Himself—to be servants
of mankind." This is on much the same lines as the
observation of Rev. A. G. Fraser at the World Congress
of Faiths that the business of missionaries is not to convert
but to contribute. And they may so act with all the
greater confidence because of the very absorptive nature
of Hinduism. Hindus most readily absorb the spirit of
Jesus. They would catch it from a man like Somervell
without his or their knowing it. And though he regards
them as more disposed to talk than to act, that is as
much a part of their nature as action is part of his. He
may be sure that in time deeds will follow their words.
They will also read this book. I do not foresee that
it will go down to posterity as one of the great classics
of English literature. But I am perfectly certain that
everyone who reads it will be wanting to climb moun-
tains, paint pictures, make music, do all the good that
it is in him to do, and, in general, enjoy life to the full
like Somervell.
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